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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

The faculty and staff had a wonderful start to this school week as over 20 of their 
children joined us for Bring Your Child to Work Day. It was wonderful to see our 
young visitors interacting with our school community and even leading reading 
circles. The children all joined us for lunch and great picture opportunities. 

Speaking of pictures, on Tuesday, all of the Kindergarten students came to school 
dressed for their future career aspirations. We were delighted to see the many 
paleontologists, bakers, software engineers, veterinarians and school teachers. The 
classes had their pictures taken, and we know you will enjoy our creation which we 
will unveiled at their Moving Up Ceremony on June 16th. We are looking forward 
to seeing you all for this momentous occasion. 

The Brandt Parent Consortium has been busy with the sale of the Brandt Bear 
merchandise. I am so happy to announce that they nearly sold out on the first day 
of sales, but have ordered more so that soon all of the Brandt community can show 
their school pride with a Brandt Bear t-shirt. 

The Early Childhood Program is finalizing the letters that will contain information 
regarding either priority placement (students with IEP’s, Homeless children, 
or children with siblings in our public schools currently) or information on the 
general lottery for incoming PK3 students. Look for these, as well as notices for 
incoming or rising PK4 students. We are also working to ensure that we finalize all 
Kindergarten placements shortly. 

It is a very exciting time of the year and you can certainly feel it in our hallways!

Sincerely,

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Summer Safety
June 8, 2017

David E. Rue Building
5:30 - 7:00 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information on 
upcoming events!

Hoboken Middle School

Preparation for NJASK 8

Interested in volunteering?  Serving as a HECAC member is a meaningful way 
to give back to the Early Childhood Education Program and support our growing 
district.  HECAC members meet five times a year for in-person meetings.  We 
engage in survey work to solicit feedback from families and use social media to 
elevate the accomplishments of our Pre-K program and district elementary schools.  
If you have an interest in these types of activities, we encourage you to apply!  Your 
involvement is instrumental in helping our community.  Check out the applications 
online at: 

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=4134374

May 31 NJASK 4 Science

Box Tops will be collected all year long.   
     
Send your dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro art 
teacher.

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

On Friday, May 19th, Ms. Talarico and Ms. McLoughlin 
took their students to Pier A for a field trip entitled “Poetry 
on the Pier”.  Ms. McLoughlin and Ms. Talarico read 
poems from the book A Poem as Big as New York City: 
Little Kids Write About the Big Apple, written by students 
of New York City Public Schools. These poems included 
elements like figurative language and students were 
inspired to add idioms, onomatopoeia, and metaphors into 
their own writing.  Students had a choice to compose free 
verse (poems that do not rhyme) or rhythm poetry (poems 
that have a rhyme scheme) based on the NYC skyline.
  

May 31 NJASK Science Assessment for Grade 4 

Reminder:

Passport to Learning online registration for next school 
year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,
 
I hope that you had a relaxing long weekend. Typically, I will include a link for a 
separate weekly update from Hoboken High School.  However, you will notice that 
the High School’s news and updates are once again included in this week’s edition 
of The Herald.  
 
I want to start by acknowledging some of the outstanding accomplishments of our 
music department. On Thursday May 25th, Hoboken High School played host to 
yet another magnificent District Concert. It was wonderful to see all of our students 
put their choral and instrumental talents on display. On Monday May 29th, the 
Rockin’ Redwings represented the state of New Jersey in the National Memorial 
Day Parade in Washington DC. I would like to thank the Board of Education 
and every individual and business in the community that helped to make this trip 
possible. Finally, our students in the American Young Voices Vocal Group are busy 
preparing for their show on June 1st at the Prudential Center in Newark. More 
information can be found in the Wallace Section below. We are so proud of all of 
our students, and are wishing the best of luck to the American Young Voices Vocal 
Group in their upcoming performance!
 
I’m extremely pleased to invite you to the 3rd Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration 
and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, presented by the Hispanic Culture Club at 
Hoboken High School on Wednesday May 31st at 7:00 PM. The details can be 
found on the flyer included to the right, and in the Hoboken High School section 
below. I hope to see you there!
 
Please be reminded that registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program 
will be open until June 30th. For more information and to register online, please 
click here.  Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, and 
MathCirles are being offered to name just a few. The plethora of enrichment courses 
will now be accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.
 
The Early Childhood Education Department has been busy finalizing letters to be 
sent home regarding placement and information on the general lottery for incoming 
Pre K 3 students.
 
Students at Brandt have been engaged in creative writing tasks, and were very 
excited to dress for their future careers on Career Day. Learn about these activities, 
as well as the latest from the Brandt Parent Consortium and the Hoboken Early 
Childhood Advisory Council below. 
 
HECAC is looking for bloggers and photographers so they can share the wonderful 
things happening in the Early Childhood Education Program!  Please reach out to 
info@hobokenearlyed.org if you are interested in contributing.  
 
Please also take note of our upcoming events! We are very excited to present the 
Brandt-Calabro Art Showcase on June 1 at 5:30. You can find an Early Childhood 
Education Move Up Ceremony Schedule in this week’s edition, as well as in our 
Online Calendar.
 
From Calabro, you will be able to recap the student trip to the Hoboken Public 
Library, where they met author Angela Dominguez and the very special Morning 
Meeting on May 19th. At the Morning Meeting, we honored Hudson County 
Teacher of the Year Mrs. Kathleen Terhune, listened to the monthly Anti-Bullying 
Report from Mr. Baker, and discussed the upcoming Diversity Summit, to be held 
on June 2nd at 9:30 AM in the Calabro All-Purpose Room. Don’t miss this exciting 
event!
 
Students at Connors continue to “Stick it to Cancer,” and raised more than $200 for 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. This, after the most successful Pennies for 
Patients campaign in school history! You will also read about the Math Masters in 
Room 204, the 6th Grade Field Trip to Forest Lodge, and the Passport to Learning 
Art Club. You will also find pictures from the Spring Concert and updates from the 
Connors school nurse and PTO.
 
From Wallace Elementary School, you’ll find highlights from the fourth grade 
Living Wax Museum, and join Ms. Talarico and Ms. McLoughlin’s class on Pier A 
for some special poetry writing.
 
I am proud to announce that last week, the students of Hoboken Middle School 
launched their very own student council. Two students were selected as homeroom 
representatives, that will meet with teachers once a week to help bridge relationships 
and empower students to strengthen a positive school climate and culture. You will 
also hear from our Project Lead The Way Department and dive into our classrooms 
as we prepare for the NJASK, engage in project-based learning activities, and 
complete research simulation tasks.
 
From Hoboken High School, you will hear from our guidance and athletic 
departments, check out the work happening in our classrooms, join the Sierra Club 
on their latest hike and more! I want to congratulate those students who participated 
in the Stevens Math Olympiad on May 20th, and we are excited to learn the results 
when they are revealed in two weeks.
 
The guidance department has been especially busy working with students 
to schedule classes for next year. I am so very excited to share with you the 
much anticipated 2017-2018 Hoboken High School Program of Studies! This 
comprehensive documents includes all of our updated classes available to students 
beginning in September. I am confident that our high school students will benefit 
tremendously from the array of relevant and unique new courses such as Mandarin 
Chinese, 21st Century Cultural Literacy, People Who Have Shaped the World, 
International Cuisine, Studies in Sustainability and Environmental Science, and 
many more. I am also thrilled to present a number of new programs, certifications, 
dual enrollment opportunities, international travel, virtual learning, and personal 
growth experiences. Click here to view Hoboken High School’s 2017-2018 Program 
of Studies.
 
In addition, please click here to view our end our online calendar that highlights all 
of our end of the year events, concerts, ceremonies and graduation dates.
 
At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 
Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Brandt Upcoming Events

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

This year we have continued our partnership with the Hoboken Public Library. On 
Friday, May 19th, students in grades K-3rd and their families visited the library for 
a guest appearance by an author.  Ms. Angela Dominguez read two books, discussed 
her writing process, and then did a live drawing.  Students had the opportunity to 
ask Ms. Dominguez about her experiences and motivation to become an author. A 
great time was had by all!

On Friday, May 26th, our School Safety Team met to review the school self-
assessment document.  Mr. Baker, who concurrently serves as our anti-bulling 
specialist, presented the rubric and also shared his experience from a social-
emotional workshop that he recently attended. As a school community, it is evident 
that we have made great strides to cultivate an inclusive environment that is bully 
free.  In part, this has been established through our monthly anti-bullying activities 
and kindness referral program. 

On Wednesday, May 24th, the NJASK Science Parent, Student, and Teacher Guide 
was sent home with our 4th grade students.  This is in preparation for the state 
assessment on Wednesday, May 31st.  Please review the guide with your child as it 
outlines the content and offers sample questions to practice at home.  Please contact 
me directly with any questions or concerns. 

Please remember to join us at first Parent/Guardian Academy Diversity Summit 
on Friday, June 2nd.  It will begin immediately following our PTO meeting with 
a presentation in the all-purpose room at 9:30 a.m.  All classes have been working 
hard on their performances, which will begin at 10:00 a.m.  We hope you can join 
us at this wonderful event!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events & Reminders

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

The school year is still in full swing and we want to ensure that our students 
continue to come to school ready and prepared to learn every day. We are getting 
closer to the ending of the school year but the school year has not ended. Our 
school will continue to move forward until the end of the year with a collaborative 
partnership between students, staff members, and parents. Our students continue 
to be challenged academically due to the excellent teaching from our wonderful 
staff and the support from our parents. It is lighter longer and students want to stay 
up later. It is very easy to get “distracted” by the longer days. It is important that 
students continue to get their well-needed rest so that they can conquer academic 
challenges and engage in learning opportunities for the remainder of the school 
year.

Our fourth grade students will take the NJASK Science test on May 31st. 
Throughout the school year, teachers have been preparing our young scholars for 
this assessment through hands on learning experiences through our Project Lead 
the Way curriculum, regular assessments, and assignments that prepare students 
for success.

Together we continue to learn and share experiences that strengthen our school 
community and make Connors Elementary School a wonderful place. As always, 
I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success of every 
child.
 
~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

As the school year continues, Memorial Day Weekend is another moment to stop, 
pause, and reflect about where we are and where we are going as an educational 
family. Our students and staff continue to produce excellent work. They also are 
into the portion of the calendar where there are many special events and awesome 
happenings around the school. Once again, I am proud to give you a glimpse inside 
Wallace.

I must say I feel a profound sense of pride to be able to tell you our 4th grade 
Living Wax Museum was a runaway success. The 4th grade community (students, 
teachers, and parents/caregivers) hit a homerun with the production of this event. 
Many thanks to all of our stakeholders who worked tirelessly to make it come to 
life. Please be sure to read more about it and see some great pictures in this week’s 
installment. 

The weather was not enough to stop our 6th graders from having a blast on the 
annual trip to Forest Lodge. Despite rain and a bit of a chill, our students spent the 
day swimming, playing baseball, mini-golf, basketball, and enjoying a picnic-style 
barbeque lunch. They also had the chance to spend the day with other 6th grade 
students from Connors and Calabro. Looking ahead to our end-of year events, May 
31st and June 1st will see the 6th graders travelling about the city in teams to 
discover Hoboken’s history during the annual Amazing Race. If I may be sold bold, 
let me know predict a win for my team of students!

Winding down the month of May academically, our students recently completed 
another timed Literary Analysis Task in grades 3 – 6 and a Narrative Writing Task 
in grades K – 2. As Mr. Bartlett and I continue to walk around the building and 
meet with teachers, the progress is evident in the products of our students.  Rubric-
scored writing samples have moved beyond expectation to the norm. The genuine 
feedback students are getting from teachers is helping them to hone their strengths 
and work on areas in need of growth. Conversations with staff are indicating our 
students are becoming more adept at comparing and contrasting themes, writing 
dialogues in narrative pieces, and supporting their claims with valid evidence from 
texts. 

I hope you have the chance to rest and connect with family and friends over our 
long weekend. As you spend time with loved ones, take a moment to honor our 
Veterans on Memorial Day. We owe much to our brave servicemen and women, 
especially those who made the supreme sacrifice in defense of our great nation. 
Until next week…

Martin Shannon, Principal 

A Message From The Principal

Hoboken High School Athletics

Fourth Grade Brings History to Life in
Living Wax Museum

Grade 4 Writes Poetry at the Pier

American Young Voices 
Prepares for Show in Newark

On Tuesday, May 23rd, our fourth grade learning 
community participated in “A Day at the Museum” – 
a living wax museum.  It was a collection of visual 
displays where students, dressed as famous individuals, 
stood at attention while visitors walked around and 
toured exhibits illustrating the life of the person 
represented. It was a great opportunity for students to 
practice writing, research, and public speaking skills in 
a project-based learning environment. 

Students chose a famous person to research.  They used 
the information to complete a poster on the individual 
and write a speech.  Students were required to strike 
a pose/freeze and become that person for the wax museum.  They performed a 
monologue stating important facts about their figure as people visited their station 
and pressed their button for them to 
come to life. Exhibits included Martin 
Luther King, Jon Bon Jovi, David 
Bowie, Frank Sinatra, and Lucille Ball.  
It was a successful and educational event 
for both students and visitors. Many 
thanks to Mrs. Arnone, Mrs. DeCastro, 
Mrs. Cordero, Ms. Halchak, Mr. Fagan, 
Ms. McLoughlin, Ms. Talarico, and 
Ms. Versaci for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events & Reminders

6th Grade Trip to Forest Lodge

The entire sixth grade in Hoboken Public Schools gathered together at Forest Lodge 
in Warren, N.J. Students spent time bonding with future classmates while engaging 
in fun activities. Students swam in the pool, played ping pong, basketball, mini 
golf, volley ball, badminton, and baseball. Students even got to meet students from 
schools outside of Hoboken. Despite the rain, every student had a great time!  

Calabro Morning Meeting: May 19th

On Friday, May 19, Calabro School began its monthly meeting with a school 
tradition of taking a moment for personal reflection. As our school year is rapidly 
coming to a close, it is essential to pause and think of how we can navigate these 
last few weeks with the same kindness, perseverance, and intention that we started 
with in September! A huge congratulations was given to Ms. Terhune, who was 
recognized as the Hudson County Teacher of the Year! Dr. Ramos from the Hudson 
County Office of the New Jersey State Department of Education, Dr. Johnson, Mr. 
Fitzhugh, Mr. Kluepfel and Dr. Vespignani all joined in the celebration, commending 
Ms. Terhune for her incredible work with our students. As Ms. Monblatt led the 
school Chorus in a surprise rendition of “I’ll Stand By You”, Ms. Terhune’s past, 
present, and future students sang words of comfort, loyalty, and compassion, the 
same sentiments Ms. Terhune gives to her students on a daily basis. Congratulations 
to Ms. Terhune from the entire school community! We are lucky to have you and 
you make us proud every day! 

Following our celebration, Mr. Baker gave his Anti-Bullying Report and provided 
the school with a glimpse into our “Crayon-Box Activity”, emphasizing that there 
is beauty and strength in diversity. Ms. Farooq addressed our upcoming Diversity 
Summit to be held on June 2nd at 9:30 a.m. in the all purpose room.  The summit 
will begin with an ice-breaker activity to get everyone thinking about celebrating 
differences and similarities, and will conclude with each class performing an 
activity about diversity at 10 am! Don’t miss this exciting event!

Scenes From Our 
Morning Meeting

Preventing Tick Borne Diseases
 
• Avoid wooded areas with dense shrubs, high grass, and 

a lot of leaves, as these are places where ticks are likely 
to hide. 

• If you hike in the woods, stay to the center of the trail 
to avoid overgrown vegetation. 

• Take extra precautions in May, June, and July when 
ticks that transmit disease are most active. 

• Make your yard less attractive to ticks: mow lawns, 
clear brush, and remove leaf litter. 

• When outdoors, apply EPA-registered insect repellent 
on exposed skin and clothing according to the 
instructions on the product label. DEET may be used 
on skin and Permethrin should only be used on clothing 
and outdoor gear. 

 
• Perform a daily tick check after being outdoors. Inspect 

all parts of your body, including your armpits, scalp, 
and groin

For more information: www.cdc.gov/ticks/diseases

May 30 Start of Brandt Spirit Week

June 1  Brandt/ Calabro Art Show
  5:30 - 6:30 PM

June 2  K/1 Field Day

June 9  BPC Meeting
  8:45 AM

June 12-15 HOPES Turtle Back Zoo Field Trips

June 14 Pre K 3 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC  10:00 AM
  HOPES  1:30 PM

June 15 Pre K 4 Moving Up Ceremony
  MSELC  10:00 AM
  HOPES  12:30 PM

June 16 Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony
  10:00 AM

Early Childhood Education 
Move Up Ceremonies

June 9  Demarest Move Up Ceremony
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 

June 13 Rue Move Up Ceremony 
  HOPES Rue 1 @ 1:00 PM

June 14 Brandt PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES PK 3  @ 1:30 PM

  Connors PK 3 Move Up Ceremony
  HOPES C001 PK 3 @ 12:30 PM

  Rue PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 4 & 6 @ 12:30 PM

June 15 Brandt PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES  PK 4  @ 12:30 PM

  Connors PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES C005 & C006 @ 12:30 PM
  
  Wallace PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @10:30 AM 
  
  Rue PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 2 & 5 @ 12:30 PM

June 16 Rue PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @ 10:00 AM 

  St. Francis Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 11:00 AM 
  MSELC PK 4 @ 11:30 AM

  Brandt K Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

This week, Physical Education students at Brandt participated in an engaging 
creative writing task. The task focused on our current unit on softball. Students 
can now identify that softball consists of five skills: throwing, hitting, catching, 
fielding, and base running. During our baseball unit, we practiced similar skills, and 
we are now comparing and contrasting these skills during class discussions.

Our writing task for this assignment is titled “You’re the Coach!” As the head baseball 
coach at Hoboken High School, Mr. Baker often finds himself coaching throughout 
his classes and teaching the different fundamentals and skills of whatever sport the 
students are learning. For this writing assignment, students were asked to imagine 
that they are coaching the team and choose a skill they are familiar with to teach 
their respective teams. Students took turns “coaching” their classes on how best to 
practice and improve specific skills, offering each other encouraging compliments 
as well as suggestions for growth. The writing task offered students the opportunity 
to reflect on their method of coaching and evaluate their own coaching process!

This was a great activity for our class! Students benefited from engaging in both 
leaderships and writing exercises while learning about how to most effectively 
teach our objectives to their classmates!

Creative Writing Tasks in Physical Education

In prepartion for their Moving Up 
Ceremony in June, the kindergarten classes 
at Brandt came to school dressed as for 
the profession they want to be in when 
they grow up. The students were all very 
excited to tell their classmates about their 
future career aspirations, and learn what 
their friends want to be when they grow up. 

In room 301, students made a class book 
titled “When 301 Grows Up”. Each student 
was an author and illustrator of their own 
page of the book. Students worked hard to 
write about what they want to be when they 
grow up, and explain to their classmates 
the job duties of their future careers. Once 
each page was complete, the book was 
bound together and read aloud to the class. 

301 was very proud to be authors and illustrators, and loved working together as a 
whole class to make one, amazing book!

Inside the Classroom...

News From Our Nurse

Connors Continues Their Efforts to 
“Stick it to Cancer!”
On the heels of the most successful 
Pennies for Patients campaigns in 
school history, the students and staff 
at Connors continued their fundraising 
efforts by taking part in the Stick It to 
Cancer charity event. 

Students were able to purchase strips 
of tape for $2. We were able to raise 
close to $200 more for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society. To kick 
off the school day, the entire school 
community gathered in the gymnasium 
to participate or watch. Staff and 
students then taped Mr. Scott, their Vice 
Principal, to the wall. It was a great 
school event and Connors students 
continue to support a great cause.

Connors Rocks the 
Hoboken Spring Concert

The Connors School band and chorus once again put on 
a fantastic show at the District Spring Concert under the 
leadership of Mr. Azzarto. One of the many highlights of 
the evening was the school band playing a piece composed 
by Queyonna Inellus, one of their peers. Queyonna is in 6th 
grade and has been working with Mr. Azzarto to compose 
her own music for the band to perform. It was a great show 
from all district performers, but we know we can always 
count on Connors School to rock!

Students in the American Young Voices Vocal Group are 
preparing for the big choral event at Prudential Center 
on Thursday June 1st.  The chorus students will sing 
with about 8,000 other students and will be accompanied 
by a professional band.  T-shirts and tickets arrived this 
week.  On Thursday, students from Ms. Bile’s and Ms. 
Safko’s classes made a school spirit sign required for the 
event. The following students should be commended on 
their dedication to our choral program for participation in 
this program.  They have been rehearsing every Tuesday 
morning before school to memorize a 50 page choral 
packet.  

AYV Singers: Elena Ardrey, Audrey Backstrom, Krystal 
Bilbao, Sophia Castiglione, Naomi Cooke, Alexa Cooper, 
Mariah Dale, Genevieve Fink, Saranya Ganesan, Madison 
Gray, Ari-Anna Jimenez, Kendall McDonough, Lila 
McDonough, Phoebe McNamara, Mia Mendoza, Kelsie 
Modder, Liliana Ordonez, Elizabeth Pinsky, Marie Pinsky, 
Sanjna Samrai, Faith Stanczyk, Camila Torres, Vega 
Villoldo, Camila Suarez, Alexa Bracero, Emerson Blischke-
Villavicencio, Mable Blischke-Villavicencio, Teagan 
Clark, Harper Clark, Lucas Daly, Jerramy Delvillar, 
Christian Escamilla, Fernanda Escamilla, Mila Gaglio, 
Jackson Kim, Sofia Kwok, Sienna Lippert, Olivia Loeb, 
Tyler Mara, Kevin Melendez, Nikolina O’Keefe, Michael 
Ortega-Roderick, Charlie Paul, Julian Paul, Nathanael 
Quinones, Alana Rivas, Gabriel Rivas, Jailin Rosado, 
Isabella Salvetti, and Arcadio Torres

The future is in our hands. In an ever-changing world the ability to adapt and co-
exist becomes critical in the sustainability of a community. In a rapid economy and 
a global society, schools must prepare students for jobs and technologies that do 
not exist, coupled with the problems that may arise. How will we foster life-long 
learners, self-disciplined, and motivated mind set individuals? Our teachers and 
staff continue to provide experiences to develop and enhance 21st century skills. 
Our students’ ability to work collaboratively and engage in productive conversations 
is evident of a growth mind set.
 
In this week’s newsletter you will read and experience the multiple facets of 
learning and the building of a community of life-long learners, equipped with the 
21st century skills of: leadership, collaboration, critical thinking, problem solving, 
and information literacy.
 
The Student Council members met this week and discussed its role in building 
the climate and culture of the new Hoboken Middle School. The Student Council 
Homeroom Representatives role will be to promote respect to foster a conducive 
learning environment, enhance communication, and represent, discuss and support 
topics to foster a community of globally responsible citizens.
 
The instruction of relevant topics, coupled with academic rigor affords our students 
the opportunity to develop and work collaboratively, as seen in Ms. Minogue’s class. 
Mrs. Della Fave provides the venue for academic debate. As Ms. Bartolotta addresses 
the needs of diverse learners through differentiated learning activities. Through 
the chapter recap projects Ms. Gelealilen’s addresses the Multiple Intelligences 
of her students. In Mr. D’Bernado’s class the students are synthesizing multiple 
resources to complete their assignment. It is evident through these diverse learning 
experiences our students are being provided the skill sets needed to function and 
compete in a global society.

The new Hoboken Middle School Team continues to appreciate your support, as we 
collaborate and celebrate our students’ social and academic successes.

A Servant Leader,

Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

For the past few weeks students have been reviewing science concepts for the 
upcoming state test, NJ ASK.  This test will encompass everything students 
have learned in science since 5th grade.  This week students reviewed why we 
experience four different seasons in differentiated stations.  The stations are set up 
so that students will be introduced to the material multiple times throughout a class 
period and allows for variation in how the students are exposed to the content to 
meet their learning styles.  In one station students watched an informational video 
and answered relevant questions, in the second station students read an article and 
answered relevant questions and in the third students worked collaboratively to 
create a model that explains how the earth’s rotation on it’s axis allows us on the 
North American continent to experience all four seasons.

Career Day 

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Math Masters in Room 204

The students in Ms. Romanowski’s 2nd grade class 
continue to demonstrate their math skills and knowledge 
as they complete the monthly district ECR problems. 
Students always love the day when Ms. R posts their work 
on their “Math Masters” bulletin board. This month’s 
problem involved counting money—a skill that students 
always enjoy! In addition to reviewing the correct answers, 
students are also provided with individualized “glow and 
grow” statements that highlights student strengths while 
providing constructive guidance on what to work on in the 
future. 

Passport to Learning Art Club

Students in the 3rd-6th grade art class learned 
how to make different origami birds. They 
created flapping origami birds and regular 
origami birds. They then used Japanese washi 
pattern paper in order to create bird cages for 
their origami birds. Students were given the 
choice to make bottoms of their cages if they 
wanted to contain their birds or to leave the 
bottoms open if they wanted their birds to be 
able to fly out of the cage. Students enjoyed 
measuring, cutting, designing, and creating. 
Students also enjoyed naming their new pet 
birds.

App Creation in PLTW

Students worked hard all week to create a “Space Invaders” 
game using MIT App Inventor.  Students sat near partners 
and worked collaboratively.  They are getting great at 
building and customizing apps!

Inside the Classroom...

In preparation for the Research Simulation Task on 
Thursday, students in Miss Minogue’s 7th grade English 
Language Arts class compared and contrasted Lebron 
James and Stephen Curry’s careers through class discussion 
and writing activities. They used a graphic organizer 
and write in groups on chart paper comparing their stats, 
accomplishments, and character traits. The boys were 
really excited to discuss and analyze the articles about their 
favorite basketball players, held a lively discussion on who 
they think is a better player, and appreciated the practice 
before the next day’s writing assessment. 

Research Simulation Tasks

Project-Based Learning

Hoboken High School

A Message From The Principal

Greetings Redwing family!

It is an important time of the year and I wanted to share with you one of the most 
important areas in our school and sometimes one of the overlooked gems:  the 
support resources that are available to our students and their families.  At this time 
of year we often reflect on the many great things that happened this year, but we 
also can reflect and see that there were times when we needed support.  Our school 
has two guidance counselors, two deans of students, a student assistance counselor, 
two school psychologists, two social workers, a learning consultant, and a youth 
development specialist.  These counselors are available every day to our student 
body.  They help students academically as well as socially, and help them navigate 
the fun and sometimes challenging years in high school.  Encourage your child 
to touch base with any member of our professional team for support or assistance 
whether it be with academics or a social situation.

Congratulations to Ms. Miller and the entire theater department on a spectacular 
District Musical.  Peter Pan did not disappoint….from Tinkerbell to flying kids, 
the audience was hooked.  Our students, both on and behind stage, invested an 
incredible amount of time into this production.  The entire Hoboken High School 
community is extremely proud of all of you.

Way to Go!

Outdoor Track heads to state playoffs this weekend!  Good 
luck Redwings!

Softball, girls lacrosse, baseball, and boys volleyball have 
all concluded their seasons.  Congratulations Redwings on 
a great 2017 -- and 2018 looks very promising!  

Finally, freshman baseball player Yugi Pattni was recently 
named to New Jersey’s “Fab 50 Freshmen” to watch!  Way 
to go Yugi!

Get schedules and follow all the action on our website -- 
www.hobokenredwings.org -- and follow us on twitter 
@hobokenredwings.

Guidance Department

The School Counseling Department has been busy preparing 
for the 2017-2018 school year. These preparations are 
imperative to a successful transition for a fluent school year. 
This year, we have increased our college visits to promote 
college and career readiness. A major tool that expanded 
access to these college opportunities is a program called 
RepVisits. 

We are proud to announce that our college visits will 
increase next year, due to the RepVisits partnership with 
Naviance. Naviance is our college and career readiness 
platform that is accessible to all of our 9-12 grade students 
and partners globally with every college, university and 
technical school!

We are also proud to announce that our revised Program 
of Studies is now live! Please take a second to review all 
the wonderful opportunities that Hoboken High School 
has to offer! Our students were able to review these 
wonderful offerings while they were sitting with their 
school counselors to schedule their projected 2017-2018 
schedules.

On Wednesday, May 31st, and Thursday, June 1st, we will 
be administering the New Jersey Biology Competency test 
to all students enrolled in a biology course. Please make 
sure to get some rest and eat a hearty breakfast. Testing will 
begin at 8:15.

Hispanic Culture Club Induction Ceremony

On Wednesday, May 31, 2017, the Hoboken High School Hispanic Culture Club 
will host their 3rd annual Hoboken High School Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony and Hispanic Heritage Celebration. The event is scheduled to 
start at 7 and is located in the auditorium at Hoboken High School.

The public celebration will feature performances from students and guests, swearing 
In of new officers, and the Induction of new members to the Hoboken High School 
Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame:

Isabel Bruno (Educator)
Arturo Martinez (Author)
Raul Morales Sr. (Community Advocate)

Under the leadership of Christopher Munoz, the Hispanic Culture Club delves into 
history to help create an intimate knowledge of the role that Hispanics have played 
in the history and psyche of the United States and Hoboken.

The purpose of the Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame is to recognize individuals 
who have made a positive impact in the Hispanic and Hoboken community.

For most Hispanic families, celebrating culture is not particularly difficult. It 
frequently permeates our lifestyle embedding itself in our psyche. But the Hispanic 
Culture Club is the perfect opportunity to delve more deeply into the history of our 
ancestors and help create an intimate knowledge of the role that Hispanics have 
played in the history and psyche of the United States and Hoboken, as well as the 
effect they’ve had on our culture.

The event is free and open to the public.

Sierra Club Hike

Ms. Henley and the Sierra Club went on their final hike 
for this school year on Saturday, May 20th. The weather 
was perfect for hiking!  It was not too hot and not too cold.  
A group of students trekked to the top of the mountain at 
Harriman State Park.  They were able to sit, eat their lunch 
and enjoy a beautiful view of the lake.  Luckily, they did 
not encounter any rattlesnakes but were able to see some 
pictures of one from other hikers on the trail!

Inside the Classroom...

A rainy day favorite game for our students, Mat Ball is a kickball variation which 
stresses teamwork and communication by all players. Once the weather clears up 
we will be outside for the remainder of the school year, continuing to participate in 
spring sports such as tennis and softball.

Physical Education

Mr. Thomas’ and Mrs. Patel’s students have been learning about the theory of 
evolution. To demonstrate natural selection, students simulated the evolution of 
Darwin’s finches. Each student was given a different beak type and competed for 
food, space, and resources on an island. After a couple tries, the students were able 
to calculate which bird type was naturally selected on the island!

Reminder:  The New Jersey Biology Competency Test (NJBCT) is scheduled for 
the morning of Wednesday, May 31st and Thursday, June 1st.  All students who are 
currently enrolled in a biology or honors biology course are scheduled to take the 
NJBCT.  Please make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy 
breakfast the morning of the exam.

Biology

In the World Language Department, French students discovered how to talk 
about varying animals in different parts of the world. Through identification of 
animals’ physical characteristics and basic survival needs, students demonstrated 
comprehension of brief oral and written messages about animals from culturally 
authentic materials. 

World Languages

Math Olympiad

The Stevens Institute Department of Mathematical 
Sciences invited the Stevens community to participate in 
its Math Olympiad event on Saturday, May 20, 2017. The 
Stevens Math Olympiad is a mathematical competition 
for students in grades 3-12 to solve mathematical and 
logical problems, and experience the joy and excitement 
of mathematics. Stevens Math Olympiad stimulates 
enthusiasm and a love for mathematics. It also strengthens 
mathematical intuition and stimulates creativity. This event 
was free but participants were required to register online. 
Five of our Hoboken High school students participated in 
the Olympiad. The results will be out in two weeks.

Brandt Parent Consortium Update

The Brandt Parent Consortium (BPC) and Calabro PTO 
are proud to share that Insomnia Cookies is donating 200 
cookies for the upcoming art show on June 1.  We thank 
them for their generous donation and for supporting the 
arts in Hoboken!

Calabro Students Meet Angela Dominguez

Calabro School’s Primary grades meet the award winning author and illustrator, 
Angela Dominguez.  Students gathered at the Hoboken Public Library to listen to 
several stories written by the talented author-illustrator.  Captivated by Dominguez’s 
stories, our students were applying their Spanish speaking skills by engaging with 
her bilingual read aloud.  As a child, Dominguez feverishly drew at any spare time 
she can possibly use. She inspired the inner writers among our students! Muchas 
Gracias, Senorita Dominguez!

She is the author and illustrator of several books for children including Maria 
Had a Little Llama, which received the American Library Association Pura Belpré 
Illustration Honor. In 2016, she received her second Pura Belpré Honor for her 
illustrations in Mango, Abuela, and Me (written by Meg Medina). Her debut middle 
grade novel, Stella Díaz Has Something to Say, comes out January 2018. When 
Angela is not in her studio, she teaches at the Academy of Art University, which 
honored her with their Distinguished Alumni Award in 2013. 

Guidance Counselor’s Update

Partners in Prevention are in their 3rd week of the 
“Footprints for Life" program with our 3rd-grade students.  
This program teaches important life skills to our students 
through the use of puppets and stories that will feature real 
life situations.  

Our students will learn good decision-making skills as well 
as ways to express positive attitudes and behaviors.  

Our 6th-grade students are beginning their 2nd week 
with the "Keys to Inner Vision" class with Partners in 
Prevention.  Within this program, our students will learn to 
develop greater self-esteem as well as ways to make better 
decisions.  

We look forward to the coming weeks with the program and 
having our students gain the knowledge of these programs.  

Dr. Pollins, Mr. Scott, and one of our many student 
donors who were very excited to tape their Vice 
Principal to the wall!

News From Our Nurse

It’s Allergy Season!

It’s now peak season for allergy and asthma sufferers, and a perfect time to recognize 
the causes of asthma and allergies to best prevent and treat attacks. Make sure your 
child’s teachers and coaches are aware of your child’s asthma so they can provide 
the necessary help.

If you suffer from allergies, you know the symptoms: coughing, sneezing, itchy 
eyes, runny nose, and scratchy throat. Common allergens and irritants found in 
and around the home are pollen, dust mites, mold, insect droppings, pet dander, 
and secondhand smoke. Exposure to these allergens can even bring about a serious 
asthma attack. During an asthma attack, airways become narrowed and breathing can 
become extremely difficult. Other asthma triggers include: respiratory infections, 
pollen (trees, grasses, weeds) air pollution, food, allergies, cleaning products, 
perfumes, exercise, and cold air exposure.  Common asthma symptoms include 
wheezing, shortness of breath, chest tightness, and coughing. Asthma cannot be 
cured but it can be controlled.

Clear your home of allergy/asthma triggers – choose not to smoke- keep bed linens 
clean –keep pets out of the bedrooms –clean up the mold and get rid of excess 
moisture – fix leaky plumbing –limit use of pesticide sprays. Dust and vacuum 
regularly, and use air conditioning when possible.

Talk to your pediatrician about the best daily management for your child’s symptoms.  

For more helpful information check out - www.schoolasthmaallergy.com

PTO Corner

It’s our FINAL Box Tops Collection for the school year!  (Flyer attached)

Please send in Box Tops by Wednesday, June 14th.  

The Classroom that brings in the most Box Tops will win an Ice Cream Party!

Box Tops really do add up - this school year, we’ve earned $269.30 from Box Tops 
for Education for our PTO budget.  Please continue to collect them for the remainder 
of the school year and throughout the summer.

Ms. Falcone’s 8th Grade English class recently finished 
their unit on Utopian societies and as a culminating project, 
students designed their own Utopias.  Students needed to 
determine the location, the human/environment interaction, 
government, economics, a Pledge of Allegiance, and of 
course a flag!   On Wednesday, May 24th, students began 
their presentations of their Utopias.  Take a look below 
to see the highlights from Donutopia, Nuggetopia, and 
Fredo’s Football Stadium.

Utopian Societies

Hoboken Middle School’s 8th Grade history detectives 
are developing a night wright narrative task in which they 
construct three letters (from three different perspectives) of 
individuals who deal with influence, adversity, fear based 
consequences in Nazi Germany.

Night Writes

This week the students are 
collaborating on chapter 
recap projects for our 
current novel, Coraline.  
This project aims for 
the students to work on 
their summarization and 
cooperation skills.  It 
also gives the students 
the chance to be creative 
and promote their public 
speaking practices. 

Hoboken Middle School Parent PTO

Many thanks to the parents who have expressed an interest in the new Hoboken Middle 
School. We continue to welcome members. Please contact Dr. Davis at sdavis@
hoboken.k12.nj.us to join the new Hoboken Middle School.

Hoboken Middle School would welcome as many parents or family members that 
would like to become involved in planning our all new Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO).

Parental involvement is critical in the success of our students. The PTO functions as a 
venue to enrich learning experiences for students at the new Hoboken Middle School. 
It is our intent the PTO will enhance the school community, foster a stronger school and 
home connection, provide special recognition events and activities, organize parent 
seminars, and much more. There is nothing more powerful than when our community 
works together for the future of all students’ academic excellence.

We are looking for members who embrace these goals. Please contact me at sdavis@
hoboken.k12.nj.us if you would like to be part of this exciting and important 
organization. Your support is critical as we develop life- long learners and leaders of 
tomorrow.

Wednesday
May 31, 2017
7:00 PM 
Hoboken High School

Class of 2017
Hall of Fame Inductees

Arturo Martinez
Raul Morales
Isabel Bruno

presented by the 
Hoboken High School
Hispanic Culture Club

3rd Annual 
Hispanic Heritage Celebration &
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

Peter Pan

Over 120 district students in grades K-12 participated in 
the musical Peter Pan. The house was packed, with over 
700 people attending each performance during the show’s 
run on May 19-21.  Theatre has a magical way of bringing 
the community together. The cast and crew would like to 
thank the entire community for their support. Photos are 
courtesy of Tbish Photo. 

All of our students are continuing to exercise their writing skills as we wrap 
up monthly writing assessments. Students have demonstrated a great deal of 
improvement in their writing. As we approach the end of the year, students enjoy 
reading dramas, poems and novels in their classes. 

This week in Mrs. Troutman’s English I classes, students participated in a 
reenactment of the infamous balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet. They were 
asked to memorize ten lines from the scene so they could focus on the dramatic 
interpretation of those lines. Each student was able to evoke the essence of Romeo 
or Juliet in order to transport the class to another world full of unbridled love and 
daunting feats.

English Department

Student Council

This week, Hoboken Middle School launched it’s very own School Council! Two 
students were selected from each homeroom based on strong work ethics in the 
classroom, grades, and the respect they have for peers, faculty, and staff.  Our 
homeroom representatives will meet with Dr. Davis, Mr. Taglieri, Mr. D’Bernado, 
Ms. Gennarelli, and Ms. Falcone once a week in order to work together to bridge 
relationships and empower students to strengthen a positive school climate and 
culture. 
 
In June, 7th graders will run for the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Service Chair for our 2017-2018 school year!

Hoboken Middle School Mantra

You are a STAR.

 Successful, Talented, Accountable, and 
Respectful.

“We are committed to being successful because 
we are talented, and hold ourselves accountable 

with the highest levels of being respectful.”

Redwing Testimonial Series

The Rockin’ Redwings at the Washington Monument!
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